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a consciousness of its capabilities and gave a powerful impetus
to enterprise in every direction.
As a result, in the autumn of 1589, a number of London
merchants presented to Queen Elizabeth a petition ft >r enc< mragc-
ment in a project for trying to penetrate to the Hast Indies by
way of the Cape. In this it was pointed out that, without jjoiag
near any Spanish or Portuguese stronghold, it should he feasible
to open up commerce with many rich countries from Southern
India to China and the Philippines, and thus assist the export
of English manufactures, which were suffering from lack of
markets; while the capture of Portuguese ships would deal a
shrewd blow at the enemy's resources. The merchants con-
cerned proposed to fit out the Merchant Royal, the Susan * and
the Edward Bonaventure, with two or three pinnaces, to be
ready by the following December; but before doing so, they
required an assurance that the ships, when ready, would not
be stayed for any reason, and that the promoters would be
allowed to enjoy any booty acquired during the voyage. 11 is
unfortunate that the names of the memorialists art* n< >t given;
though, as the ships mentioned were all engaged in the Levant
trade, it may be concluded with confidence that those concerned
were mostly engaged in that traffic. Nor is there any record of
the answer returned to the petition; but since the expedition
was not despatched, it is evident that the desired assurances
were not forthcoming. Possibly one reason was a fear lest the
Spanish attack should be renewed, and a consequent unwilling-
ness to release even three good ships for so distant a venture*
A year later, however, the projectors appear to have received
sufficient encouragement to take up the scheme afresh. Accord-
ingly the Penelope, the Merchant Royal, and the Edward
Bonaventure* were fitted out, and placed under the command
of George Raymond, of whom nothing is known save that he
had distinguished himself in the fight against the Armada
(Laughton's Defeat of the Spanish Armada, p. 16). He hoisted
his flag in the Penelope; while the Merchant Royal was under
the charge of Samuel Foxcroft (who seems to have died early
1 The Merchant Royal was of 300 or 350 tons, and the Kdward BunttMnture
of 250. The tonnage of the Penelope is not on record.